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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271;1U.S.C. 113)— 

. .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



MULTILATERAL 

AUTOMOTIVE TRAFFIC: Global Technical Regulations 

Agreement done at Geneva June 25 y 1998; 
Entered into force August 25 y 2000. 



AORSXMINT 



COHCXSmiG TBS BSTABLISEXNG OF GLOBAL TSCBNICAL UGDLakTIONS 
WOR NBSBLXD VXHICLSS, SQUIFMHIT JOID PJOCTS WHICH OOI BS 
riTTBD MID/OR BB V&MO OH WRBSLXD VXRICLSS 



PRBMIBLB 

THE CC»m(ACTIllG PARTIES, 

HAVI198 DECIDED to adopt an Agreement to establish a process for 
promoting the development of global technical regulatics^ ensiiring high 
levels of safety, environmental protection, energy efficiency and 
anti-theft performance of Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which 
can be fitted and/ or be used on Wheeled Vehicles; 

HAVING DECIDED that such process shall also promote the 
harmonization of existing technical regulations, recognizing the right 
of siibnational , national and regional authorities to adopt and maintain 
technical regulations in the areas of health, safety, environmental 
protection, energy efficiency and anti -theft performance that are more 
stringent than those established at the global level; 

dAVIMG AUTHORIZATION to enter into such an Agreement under paragraph 
1(a) of the Terms of Reference of the UN/ECE and Chapter XIII of the 
Rules of Procedure of the UN/ECE, Rule 50; 

RECOGNIZING that this Agreement does not prejudice the rights and 
obligations of a Contracting Party under existing inteznational 
agreements on health, safety and environmental protection; 

RECOGNIZING that this Agreement does not prejudice the rights and 
obligations of a Contracting Party under the agreements under the World 
Trade Orgaoiization (WTO) , including the Agreement on Technical Barriers 
to Trade (TBT) , and intending to establish global technical regulations 
under this agreement, as a basis for their technical regulations in a 
ma nn er consistent with these agreements; 

INTENDING that Contracting Parties to this Agreement use the global 
technical regulations established iinder this Agreement as a basis for 
their technical regulations; 

RBCOC^ZING the importemce to public health, safety and welfare of 
continuously iinproving and seeking high levels of safety, environmental 
protection, energy efficiency and amti-theft performaince of vdieeled 
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vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted amd/or be used on 
wheeled vehicles, auid the potential value to international trade, 
consumer choice auxd product af fordability of increasing convergences in 
existing and future technical regulations and their related standards; 

RBCOGNIZING that governments have the right to seek and in^jlement 
improvements in the level of health, safety and environmental 
protection, amd to determine ^ritiether the global technical regulations 
established under this Agreement are suitable for their needs; 

RECOGNIZING the iinportant harmonization work already carried out 
under the 1958 AgreeiMnt; 

RECCX3NIZI1V6 the interest axul expertise in different geographic 
regions regarding safety, environmental, energy and anti- theft problems 
and methods of solving those problems, and the value of that interest 
and experttas in developing global technical regulations to aid in 
achieving those inqprovements and in minimizing divezgences ; 

DESIRING to promote the adoption of estaUslished global technical 
regulations in developing countries, taking into account the special 
issues and circumstances for those countries, amd in paurticular the 
least developed of them; 

DESIRING that the technical regulaticois applied by the Contracting 
Parties be given due consideration through tramsparent procedures in 
developing global technical regulations, auxd that such consideration 
include comparative analyses of benefits and cost effectiveness; 

RECQGNIzn^ that establishing global technical regulations providing 
high levels of protection will encourage individual countries to 
conclude that those Regulations will provide the protection and 
performamce needed within their jurisdiction; 

RECOGNIZING the impact of the quality of vehicle fuels on the 
performamce of vehicle environmental controls, human health, amd fuel 
efficiency; and 

RECOGNIZING that the use of tramspaurent procedures is of particular 
importamce in developing global technical regulations tinder this 
Agreement and that this development process must be cooqpatible with the 
regulatory development processes of the Contracting Parties to this 
Agreement; 

HAVE AGREED as follows: 
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JOtTICSiS 1 



PORPOSS 

1.1. The piirpose of this Agreement Is: 

1.1.1. To establish a global process by which Contracting Parties 

from all regions of the world can jointly develcqp global 
technical regulations regarding the safety^ environmental 
protection, energy efficiency, and anti-theft performance 
of ^dieeled vehicles, equipment and parts inAilch ceux be 
fitted and/ or be \ised on wheeled vehicles; 

1.1.2. To ensure that, in developing global technical regulations, 

due and objective consideration is given to the existing 
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UN/BCE Regulations; 

1.1.3. To ensure that objective consideration is given to the 

analysis of best available techxiology, relative benefits 
and cost effectiveness as appropriate in developing global 
technical regulations; 

1.1.4. To ensure that the procedures used in developing global 

technical regulations are transparent; 

1.1.5. To achieve high levels of safety, environmental protection, 

energy efficiency, and anti- theft performance within the 
global community, and to ensure that actions under this 
Agreement do not promote, or result in, a lowering of these 
levels within the jurisdiction of Contracting Parties, 
including the svibnational level; 

1.1.6. To reduce technical barriers to international trade through 

harmonizing existing technical regulations of Contracting 
Parties, and DK/BCE Regulations, and developing new global 
technical regulations governing safety, environmental 
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance of 
wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts vrtilch can be fitted 
and/or be used on wheeled vehicles, consistent with the 
achievement of high levels of safety and environment 
protection and the other above-stated purposes; and 
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To ensxire that, where alternative levels of stringency are 
needed to facilitate the regulatory activities of certain 
countries, in particular developing countries, such needs 
are taJcen into consideration in developing and estaUslishing 
global technical regulations . 

This Agreement is to operate in parallel with the 1958 
Agreement, without affecting the institutional autonomy of 
either Agreement. 

ARTXCLX 2 

COMTKACTIlia PARTUS AMD CONSOTiTATIVI STATUS 

Countries that are members of the Economic Coimnission for 
Burope (UN/BCE) , regional economic integration 
organizations that are set up by BCB member countries and 
countries that are admitted to the BCB in a consultative 
capacity in accordance with paragraph 8 of the BCE's Terms 
of Reference, may become Contracting Parties to this 
Agreement . 

Countries that are members of the united Nations and that 
participate in certain activities of the BCB in accordance 
with paragraph 11 of the BCB's Terms of Reference, and 
regional economic integraticm organizations set up by such 
countries, may become Contracting Parties to this 
Agreement . 

Any specialized agency and amy organization, including 
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations, that have been gramted consultative status 
by the Bconomic and Social Council of the United Nations, 
may participate in that capacity in the deliberations of 
any Working Party during consideration of any matter of 
particular: concern to that agency or orgauiization. 

ARTICI.B 3 

BXXCnTZVB CQNKZTm 

The representatives of Contracting Parties shall constitute 
the Executive Committee of this Agreement and shall meet at 
least annually in that capacity. 

The Rules of Procedure of the Executive Committee are set 
forth in Annex B to this Agreement. 



The Executive Committee shall: 



be responsible for the inplementation of this Agreement, 
including the setting of priorities for activity under this 
Agreement ; 

consiter all recommendations and reposrts by Working Parties 
regarding the establislmient of global technical regulations 
under this Agreement; and 

fulfil such other fimctions as may be appropriate under 
this Agreement . 

The Bxecutive Committee shall have the final authority to 
decide whether to list regulations in the Compendium of 
Candidate global technical regulations and to establish 
global technical regulations \inder this Agreement. 

The Bxecutive Committee shall, in discharging its 

f mictions, use information from all relevant sources when 

the Committee deems it appropriate to do so. 

ARTICX.X 4 

CItlTlltIA FOR TBCHWICAL UCRJLATIONS 

To be listed under Article 5 or established under Article 
6, a technical regulation shall meet the following 
criteria: 

provide a clear description of the wheeled vehicles, 
equipment and/or parts which can be fitted and/or be used 
on wheeled vehicles and which are subject to the 
regulation . 

contain requirements that: 

provide for high levels of safety, environmental 
protection, energy efficiency or anti-theft performance ; 
and 

wherever appropriate, are e3q>ressed in tesnns of performance 
instead of design characteristics. 



include : 

the test method by which conqpliance with the regulation is 
to be demonstrated ; 

for regulations to be listed under Article 5, vdiere 
appropriate, a clear description o£ approval or 
certification markixKfs and/or labels requisite for type 
appra^ral and conformity of production or for manufacturer 
self -certification requirements; and 

if applicable, a recommended minimum period of lead time, 
based upon considerations of reasonableness and 
practicability, that a Contracting Party should provide 
before requiring compliance. 

A global technical regulation may specify alternative non- 
global levels of stringency or performance, and appropriate 
test procedures, vdiere needed to facilitate the regulatory 
activities of certain countries, in particular developing 
countries . 

AKTICLS 5 

CONPSMDZnN or CAMPIDACT OLOBAL TBCHirZCAL SMDLATKmS 

5.1. A compendi\an of technical regulations of Contracting 

Parties other than UN/BCB Regulations that are candidates 
for harmonization or adoption as global technical 
regulations (to be known as the Compendium of Candidates) 
shall be created and maintained. 



5.2. 




Any Contracting Party may submit a request to the Executive 
Committee for the listing in the Compendium of Camdidates 
of any technical regulation that such Contracting Party has 
applied, is applying or has akdc^ted for future application. 

5.2.1. The request specified in paragraph 5.2. shall contain: 

5.2.1.1. a copy of such regulation; 
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4.1.3 . 
4.1,3.1, 

4.1.3.2. 

4.1.3.3. 
4.2. 



5.2.1.2. any available technical documentation supporting such 

regulation, including documentation concerning best 
available technology « relative benefits, and cost 
effectiveness; and 

5.2.1.3. the identification of any known existing or imminent 

relevant international voluntary standards. 

5.2.2. The Bxecutive Committee shall consider all requests that 

satisfy the requirements of Art:icle 4 and paragraph 5.2.1. 
of this Article. The technical regulation shall be listed 
in the Compendium of Candidates if supported by an 
affirmative vote in accordance with paragraph 7.1. of 
JUrticle 7 of Annex B. The documentation submitted with the 
request for that regulation shall be a^^nded to the listed 
technical regulation. 



5.2.3 



The requested regulation shall be considered to be listed 
by the Secretary-General on the date on %^ch it is 
siqpported by an affirmative 'v^te under paragraph 5.2.2. of 
this Article. 



5.3. 



A listed technical regulation shall be removed from the 
Compenditun of Candidates either: 



5.3.1. 



upon the establishment in the Global Registry of a global 
technical regulation embodying product requirements 
addressing the same elmients of performance or design 
characteristics as the listed technical regulation; 



5.3.2. at the end of the 5 -year period following the regulation's 

listing under this Article, and at the end of each 
subsequent 5 -year period, unless the Bxecutive Committee 
reaf f i3rms/ by an affirmative vote in accordance with 
paragraph 7.1. of Article 7 of Annex B, the listing of the 
technical regulation in the Compendium of Candidates; or 

5.3.3. in response to a iinritten request from the Contracting Party 

at whose request the technical regulation was originally 
listed. Such request shall include the bases for the 
removal of the regulation. 
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5.4 



Qt documoatg 



All doctunents considered by the Executive Committee tinder 
this Article shall be publicly available. 

ARTICLB 6 

XB0I8TXT or (KOMI. TBCBnCAL SlOTLXTXOilS 

6.1. A registry shall be created and maintained £or the global 

technical regulations developed and established \mder this 
Article. The registry shall be known as the Global 
Registry. 

6.2. Batabliahina global technical regulations in the Global 

Rftgifltiirv throftigh harmonization of existing regulations 



A Contracting Party may submit a proposal to develop a 
harmonized global technical regulation concerning elements 
o£ performance or design characteristics addressed either 
by technical regulations listed in the Compendium o£ 
Candidates, or by any DN/BCE Regulations, or both. 

6.2.1. The proposal specified in paragraph 6.2. shall contain: 

6.2.1.1. an explanation of the objective of the proposed global 

technical regulation. 

6.2.1.2. a narrative description or, if available, the draft text of 

the proposed global technical regulation; 

6.2.1.3. available documentation that may facilitate the auialysis of 

the issues to be addressed in the report required by 
paragraph 6.2.4.2.1. of this Article ; 

6.2.1.4. a list of all technical regulations in the Conqpendium of 

Candidates, and any DN/BCB Regulations, that address the 
same elements of performance or design characteristics to 
be addressed by the proposed global technical regulation 
and 

6.2.1.5. the identification of any known existix^ relevant 

international voluntary standards. 

6.2.2. Bach proposal specified in paragraph 6.2.1. of this Article 

shall be submitted to the Executive Committee. 
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€.2.3 



€.2.4 



€.2.4.1. 



€.2.4.1.1. 



€.2.4.1.2. 



€.2.4.1.3 



The Bxecutlve Committee shall not refer to any Working 
Party any proposal that it detesnnines does not satisfy the 
reqpxireroents of Article 4 and paragraph €.2.1. of this 
Article. It may refer all other proposals to an 
appropriate Working Pasrty. 

In response to a proposal referred to it for developing a 
global technical regulation through harmcmization, the 
Working Party shall use transparent procedures to: 

develop recommendations regarding a global technical 

m by: 



giving consideration to the objective of the proposed 
global technical regulation and the need for establishing 
alternative levels of stringency or performance; 

reviewing all technical regulations that are listed in the 
Conqpendium of Candidates, and any UN/BCB Regulations, that 
address the same elements of performance; 

zwriewing any docuiMntation that is appended to the 
regulations specified in paragraph €.2.4.1.2. of this 
Article; 



€.2.4.1.4. 



reviewing any available assessments of functional 
equivalence relevant to the consideration of the proposed 
global technical regulation, including assessments of 
related standards; 



€.2.4.1.5. 



verifying whether the global technical regulation under 
development satisfies the stated objective of the 
regulation and the criteria in Article 4; and 



€.2.4.1.€. 



giving due consideration to the possibility of the 
technical regulation being established under the 1958 
Agreement. 



€.2.4.2. 



s\d)mit to the Executive Committee: 



€.2.4.2.1. 



a written report that presents its recommendation regarding 
the global technical regulation, includes all technical 
data and information that were considered in the 
development of its recommendation, describes its 
consideration of the information specified in 
paragraph €.2.4.1. of this Article, and sets forth the 
rationale for its recommendations, including an explemation 
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for rejecting any al tentative regulatory requirements and 
approaches considered; and 



6.2.4.2.2. the text of any recoimnended global technical regulation. 

6.2.5. The Executive Comnittee shall, using transparent 

procedures: 

6.2.5.1. determine %Aiether the reconroez&dations regarding the global 

technical regulation, and the report are based upon a 
sufficient and thorough performance of the activities 
specified in paragraph 6.2.4.1. of this Article. If the 
Executive Committee determines that the recommendations, 
report and/or the text of the recommended global technical 
regulation, if amy, are inadequate, it shall return the 
regulation and report to the Working Party for revision or 
additional work. 



6.2.5.2 



6.2.6 



consider the establishment of a recommend^ global 
technical regulation in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of Annex B. A 
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the 
regulation shall estaQ>lish the Regulation in the Global 
Registry. 

The global technical regulation shall be considered to be 
estaa>llshed in the Global Registry on ti» date of the 
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the 
regulation. 



6.2-7 



The Secretariat shall, upon the establishment of a global 
technical regulation by the Executive Committee, append 
copies of all relevant documentation, inclvuling the 
proposal sixbmltted purs\iant to paragraph 6.2.1. of this 
Article and the recommendations and report required by 
paragraph 6.2.4.2.1. of this Article, to that regulation. 



6.3. 




A Contracting Party may submit a proposal to develop a new 
global technical regulation concerning elements of 
performance or design characteristics not addressed by 
technical regulations in the Compendium of Candidates or 
mv/BCE Regulations. 
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6.3.1. Tbm prc3posal specified in paragraph 6.3. shall contain: 

6.3.1.1. an eacplanatlon of the objective of the proposed new global 

technical regulation, based on objective data to the extent 
possible ; 

6.3.1.2. a narrative description or. If available, the draft text of 

the proposed new global tedinlcal regulation; 

6.3.1.3. any available documentation that may facilitate the 

analysis of the Issues to be addressed In the z-eport 
required by paragraph 6.3.4.2.1. of this Article; and 

6.3.1.4. the Identification of any known existing relevant 

International voluntary standards. 

6.3.2. Bach pjToposal specified In paragraph 6.3.1. of this Article 

shall be submitted to the Bxecutlve Committee. 



6.3.3. The Bxecutlve Committee shall not refer to any Working 

Party any proposal that It determines does not satisfy the 
requirements of Article 4 and paragra{dki 6.3.1. of this 
Article. It may refer all other proposals to an 
aiqproprlate Working Party. 



6.3.4. In response to a proposal referred to It for developing a 

new global technical regulation, the Working Party shall 
use transparent procedures to: 

6.3.4.1. develop recommendations regaurding a new global technical 

regulation by: 



6.3.4.1.1. giving consideration to the objective of the proposed new 

global technical regulation and the need for establishing 
alternative levels of stringency or performance; 

6.3.4.1.2. conslderizig technical feasibility; 



6.3.4.1.3. considering economic feasibility; 

6.3.4.1.4. examining benefits, including those of any alternative 

regulatory requirements and approaches considered; 

6.3.4.1.5. comparing potential cost effectiveness of the recommended 

regulation to that of the alternative regulatory 
requirements and approaches considered; 
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6.3.4.1.6. verifying whether the new global technical regulation under 

development satisfies the stated objective of the 
Regulation £Uid the criteria in Article 4; and 

6.3.4.1.7. giving due consideration to the possibility of the 

technical regulation being esteO^lished under the 1958 
Agreement . 

6.3.4.2. sxibmit to the Executive Committee: 

6.3.4.2.1. a written report that presents its recommendation regarding 

the new global technical regulation, includes all technical 
data and information that were considered in the 
development of its recommendation, describes its 
consideration of the information specified in 

paragraph 6.3.4.1. of this Article, and sets forth the 
rationale for its recommendations, including an e3q)lauiation 
for rejecting any alternative regulatory requirements and 
approaches considered; and 

6.3.4.2.2. the text of amy recommended new global technical 

regulation . 

6.3.5. The Executive Committee shall, using transparent 



6.3.5.1. determine whether the recommendaticmff regarding the new 

global technical regulation and the report are based upon « 
sufficient amd thorough performance of the activities 
specified in paragraph 6.3.4.1. of this Article. If the 
Executive Committee determines that the recommendations, 
report and/ or the text of the rdconmended new global 
technical regulation, if amy, are inadequate, it shall 
return the regulation and report to the Working Party for 
revision or additional work. 

6.3.5.2. consider the estaU^lishment of a recommended new global 

technical regulation in accordance with the procedures set 
forth in paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of Aimex B. A 
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the 
regulation shall estadslish the Regulation in the Global 
Registry. 

6.3.6. The global technical regulation shall be considered to be 

estaUDlished in the Global Registry on the date of the 
consensus vote by the Executive Committee in favour of the 
regulation. 
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Thm Secretariat shall, upon the establishment of a new 
global technical regulation by the Executive Committee, 
append copies of all relevant documentation. Including the 
proposal submitted pursuant to paragraph 6.3.1. of this 
Article and the recommendations and report required by 
paragraph €.3.4.2.1. of this Article, to that Regulation. 

The process for amending any global technical regulation 
established in the Global Registry under this Article shall 
be the procedures specified in paragraph 6.3. of this 
Article for establishing a new global technical regulaticm 
in the Global Registry. 

AYftilftbaLlittv ot dotfumontB 

All documents consldeired or generated by the Working Party 
in recommending global technical xegulations under this 
Article shall be publicly available. 

AXTICXil 7 

ADOPTION, AMD MOTIFICATZON OF APPIiICATIOK, 
OF S8TABLI8KID OLOBAI. TSCBKZCAL RSGDXiATIOIIS 

A Contracting Party that votes in favour of establishing a 
global technical regulation under Article 6 of this 
Agreement shall be obligated to submit the technical 
Regulation to the process used by that Contractlxig Party to 
adopt such a technical Regulation into its own la%irs or 
regulations and shall seek to make a final decision 
expeditiously . 

A Contracting Party that adopts an established global 
technical regulation into its own laws or regulations shall 
notify the Secretary-General in writing of the date on 
which it will begin applying that Regulation. The 
notification shall be provided within 60 days after its 
decision to adopt the Regulation. If the established 
global technical regulation contains more than one level of 
atrlngency or performance, the notification shall specify 
which of those levels of stringency or performance is 
selected by the Contracting Party. 

A Contracting Party that is specified in paragraph 7.1. of 
this Article and that decides not to adopt the established 
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global technical regulation into its own laws or 
regulations, shall notify the Secretary-Oeneral in writing 
of its decision and the basis for its decision. The 
notification shall be provided within sixty (60) days after 
its decision. 

A Contracting Party that is specified in paragraph 7.1. of 
this Article and that has not, by the end of the one-year 
period after the date of the establishownt of the 
Regulation in the Global Registry, either adopted that 
technical regulation or decided not to adopt the Regulation 
into its own laws or regulations » shall provide a report on 
the status of the Regulation in its domestic process. A 
status report shall be submitted for each subsequent one- 
year period if neither of those actions has been taken by 
the end of that period. Bach report required by this 
paragraph shall: 

include a description of the steps taken during the past 
year to sxibmit the Regulation and make a final decision and 
an indication of the emticipated date of sxich a decision ; 
and 

be submitted to the Secretary-General not later than 60 
days after the end of the one-year period for «Aiich the 
report is submitted. 

A Contracting Party that accepts products that coolly with 
an estaiblished global technical regulation without adopting 
that Regulation into its omi lanfs or regulations shall 
notify the Secretary-General in writing of the date on 
«Aich it began to accept such px^kdiicts. The Contracting 
Party shall provide the notification within sixty (60) days 
after the beginning of such acceptance. If the established 
global technical regulation contains more than one level of 
stringency or perf oannauice , the notification shall specify 
which of those levels of stringency or perfoannance is 
selected by the Contracting Par^y. 

A Contracting Party that has adopted into its own laws or 
recfulations an estad>lished global technical regulation may 
decide to rescind or amend the adopted Regulation. Prior 
to making that decision, the Ckmtracting Party shall notify 
the Secreteiry-General in writing of its intent and the 
reasons for considering that action. This notice provision 
shall also apply to a Contracting Party that has accepted 
products under paragraph 7.5. and that intends to cease 
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accepting such products. The Contracting Party shall 
notify the Secretary-General of its decision to adopt any 
amended or new regulation within 60 days after that 
decision. Upon request, the Contracting Party shall 
promptly provide copies of such amended or new regulation 
to other Contracting Parties. 

AKTICLX 8 

ISSnS UBSOLUTION 

Questions concerning the provisions of an established 
global technical regulation shall be referred to the 
Executive Committee for resolution. 

Issues between two or more Contracting Parties concerning 
the interpretation or application of this Agreement shall, 
so far as possible, be resolved through consultation or 
negotiation between or among them. Where this process 
fails to resolve the issues, the Contracting P£Lrties 
concerned may agree to request the Executive Committee to 
resolve the issue as provided in paragraph 7.3. of Article 
7 of Annex B. 

ARTICLE 9 

BECOMING A CONTRACTING PARTY 

Countries and regional economic integration organizations 
specified in Article 2 may become Contracting Parties to 
this Agreement by either: 

signature without reservation as to ratification, 
acceptance or approval ; 

signature siibject to ratification, acceptance or approval, 
followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; 

acceptemce ; or 

accession. 

The instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General. 



- 15 - 



upon becoming a Contracting Party: 

after this Agreement has entered into force, each country 
or regional integration organization shall give 
notification in accordance with Article 7 as to which, if 
amy, global technical regulation (s) established pursuant to 
Article 6 it will adopt, and as to any decision to accept 
products that comply with any of those global technical 
regulations, without adopting those Regulations into its 
own laws or regulations. If the established global 
technical regulation contains more than one level of 
stringency or performance, the notification shall specify 
which of those levels of stringency or performauace is 
adopted or accepted by the Contracting Party. 

each regional economic integration organization shall 
declare in matters within its conpetence that its Member 
States have transferred po%rars in fields covered by this 
Agreement, including the power to make binding decisions on 
their Member States. 

Regional economic integration organizations that are 
Contracting Parties shall cease being Contracting Parties 
when they lose the powers declared in accordance with 
paragraph 9.3.2. of this Article and shall inform the 
Secretary-General thereof. 

ARTICLS 10 

SIGNATURX 

This Agreement shall be open for signature beginning 
25 June 1998. 

This Agreement shall remain open for signature until its 
entry into force. 

ARTICU 11 
KMTRY INTO FORCB 

This Agreement and its Annexes, vdiich constitute integral 
parts of the Agreement, shall enter into force on the 
thirtieth (30) day following the date on which a minimum of 
five (5) countries and/or regional economic integration 
orgeuiizations have become Contracting Parties pursuant to 
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Article 9. This minimum of five (5) must include the 
European Community, Japan, and the Xtoited States of 
America . 

If, however, paragraph 11. 1 of this Article is not 
satisfied fifteen (15) months after the date specified in 
paragraph 10. l., then this Agreement and its Annexes, which 
constitute integral parts of the Agreement, shall enter 
into force on the thirtieth (30) day following the date on 
which a minimum of eight (8) countries and/ or regional 
economic integration orgemizations have become Contracting 
Parties pursuant to Article 9. Such date of entry into 
force shall not be earlier than sixteen (16) months after 
the date specified in paragraph 10. 1. At least one (1) of 
these eight (8) must be either the Burope«ui Community, 
Japan or the United States of America . 

For any country or regional economic integration 
organization that becomes a Contracting Party to the 
Agreement after its entry into force, this Agreement shall 
enter into force sixty (60) days after the date that such 
country or regional economic integration orgamization 
deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession. 

ARTICLE 12 

WITHDRAWAL FR(M A6RSBKENT 

A Contracting Party may withdraw from this Agreement by 
notifying the Secretary- General in writing. 

Withdrawal from this Agreement by any Contracting Party 
shall take effect one year after the date on which the 
Secretary-General receives notification pursuant to 
paragraph 12.1. of this Article. 

ARTICLE 13 

AMBKHMENT OF AGREEMENT 

A Contracting Pax'ty may propose amendments to this 
Agreement and the Annexes to this Agreement. Proposed 
amendments shall be submitted to the Secretary-General, who 
shall transmit them to all Contracting Parties. 
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13 . 2 . A proposed aunendment treuismitted In accordance with 

paragraph 13. l. of this Article shall be considered by the 
Executive Committee at its next scheduled meeting. 

13 . 3 . If there is a consensus vote in favour of the amendment by 

the Contracting Parties present and voting, it shall be 
communicated by the Executive Committee to the Secretary- 
Qeneral who shall then circulate the amendment to all 
contracting Parties. 

13.4. An amendment circulated under paragraph 13.3. of this 

Article shall be deemed to be accepted by all Contracting 
Parties if no Contracting Party expresses an objection 
within a period of six (6) months after the date of such 
circulation. If no such objection has been expressed* the 
amendment shall enter into force for all Contracting 
Parties three (3) months after the e3q>i3ry of the period of 
the six (6) months referred in this paragraph. 

13.5 The Secretary-General shall « as soon as possible » notify 

all Contracting Parties whether an objection to the 
proposed amendment has been expressed. If such objection 
has been expressed, the amendment shall be deemed not to 
have been accepted, and shall be of no effect n^tever. 

ARTICLI 14 

DBP08ITART 

The Depositary of this Agreement shall be the Secretatiry-General of the 
Ukiited Nations. In addition to other depositary functions, the 
Secretary-General shall, as soon as possible, notify the Contracting 
Pflurties of: 

14.1. the listing or removing of technical regulations under 

Article 5. 

14.2. the establishing or amending of global technical 

regulations under Article € . 

* 

14.3. notifications received in accordance with Article 7. 

14.4. signatures, acceptances, and accessions in accordance with 

Articles 9 and 10. 

14.5. notifications received in accordance with Article 9. 
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14.6. the dates on which this Agreement shall enter into force 

for Contracting Parties in accordance with Article 11. 

14.7. notifications of withdrawal from this Agreement received in 

accordance with Article 12 . 

14.8. the date of entry into force of any amendment to this 

Agreement in accordance with Article 13. 

14.9. notifications received in accordance with Article 15 

regarding texxitories. 

AKTICUe 15 

BXTSNSIOM OF hOXOMBIT TO TURXTOUSS 

15.1. This Agreement shall extend to any territory or territories 

of a Contracting Party for vAiose international relations 
such Contracting Party is responsible, unless the 
Contracting Party otherwise specifies, prior to entry into 
force of the agreement for that Contracting Party. 

15.2. Any Contracting Party may denounce this AgreMient 

separately for any such territory or territories in 
accordance with Article 12 . 

ARTICLE 16 
SBCRSTARIAT 

The Secretariat of this Agreement shall be the Executive Secretary of 
the im/ECE. The Executive Secretary shall carry out the following 
secretariat functions: 

16.1. prepare the meetings of the Executive Committee and the 

Working Parties ; 

16.2. transmit to the Contracting Parties reports and other 

inf osnnation received in accordance with the provisions of 
this Agreement; and 

16.3. discharge the functions assigned by the Executive 

Committee . 
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Axinw A 



Definitions 

For the p\;^os6S of this Agreement, the following definitions shall 
apply: 

1, with regard to the global technical regulations developed 

under this Agreement « the term " accept " means the action by a 
Contracting Party of allowing the entry of products that 
comply with a global technical regulation into its market 
without having adopted that global technical regulation into 
its respective laws and regulations. 

2 . With regard to the global technical regulations developed 

under this Agreement, the term "adOBl^" means the promulgation 
of a global technical regulation into the laws and 
regulations of a Contracting Party. 



3. With regard to the global technical regulations developed 

under this Agreement, the term "a pplv " means the action of 
requiring compliaince with a global technical regulation by a 
Contracting Party as of a certain date; in other words, the 
effective date of the regulation within a Contracting Party's 
jiirisdiction. 

4. The term " Article " means an article of this Agreement. 

5. The term " consensus vote " means a vote on a matter in which 

no Contracting Party present and voting objects to the matter 
in accordance with paragraph 7.2. of Article 7 of Annek B. 

6 . The term " Contracting Party " means amy cotuitry , or regional 

economic integration organization, that is a Contracting 
Party to this Agreement. 

7. The term "equipment and parts which can be fitted and/or be 

means equipment or parts whose 

characteristics have a bearing on safety, environmental 
protection, energy efficiency, or anti-theft performance. 
Such equipment and parts include, but are not limited to, 
exhaust systems, tyres, engines, acoustic shields, anti-theft 
alarms, warning devices, and child restraint systems. 

global technical regulation that has been placed on the 
Global Registry in accordance with this Agreement. 
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The term "listed tefhn^nai reemlation" means a national or 
regional technical regulation that has been placed on the 
Compendiiun of Candidates in accordance with this Agreement. 

The term "niflmif'irt"^^^ self -certif ication'* means a 
Contracting Party's legal requirement that a maumfacturer of 
^lAieeled vehicles, equipment and/or parts which can be fitted 
and/or be used on v^eled vehicles must certify that each 
vehicle, item of equipment or part that the manufacturer 
introduces into commerce satisfies specific technical 
requirements . 

The term "regional economic integration organization" means 
am organization which is constituted by, and composed of, 
sovereign countries, and %diich has cooqpetence in respect of 
matters covered by this Agreement, including the authority to 
make decisions binding on all of its Member Countries in 
respect of those matters. 

The term " Secretary-General " means the Secretary-General of 
the united Nations. 

The term "transparent procedureg" means procedures designed 
to promote the public awareness of and participation in the 
regulatory development process tinder this Agreement. They 
shall include the publication of: 

(1) notices of meetings of the Working Parties and of the 
Executive Committee; and 

(2) working and final documents. 

They shall also include the cpportxinity to have views emd 
arguments represented at : 

(1) meetings of Working Parties through organizations 
granted consultative status; and 

(2) meetings of Working Parties and of the Executive 
Committee through pre -meeting consulting with 
representatives of Contracting Parties . 

The term " type approval " means written approval of a 
Contracting Party (or competent authority designated by a 
Contracting Party) that a vehicle and/or any item of 
equipment and/or part that cem be fitted and/or be used on a 
vehicle, satisfies specific technical requirements, and is 
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used as a precondition to the introduction of the vehicle, 
equipment or part into commerce. 

The term " DN/SCS Regulations " means Uhited Nations/Economic 
Commission for Burope Regulations adopted xinder the 1958 
Agreement , 

The term " Working Party " means a specialized technical 
subsidiary body under the BCB whose function is to develop 
recommendations regarding the establishment of harmonized or 
new global technical regulations for inclusion in the Global 
Registry and to consider amendments to the global technical 
regulations established in the Global Registry. 

The term " 1958 Agreement " means the Agreement concerning the 
Adoption of XMiform Technical Prescriptions for Wheeled 
Vehicles, Equipment and Parts ^ich can be fitted and/ or be 
used on wheeled Vehicles and the Conditions for Reciprocal 
Recognition of Approvals Gramted on the Basis of these 
Prescriptions . 



22 - 



Annex B 



COMPOS ITZOM AKD RULKS OP PROCSDURB OF 
THB BXBCOTIVB COMKITTBX 

Article 1 

Nenbershlp In the Sxecaitlve Committee shall be limited to Contracting 
Parties . 

Article 2 

All Contracting Parties shall be members of the Executive Committee. 

Article 3 

3.1. Except as provided in paragraph 3.2. of this Article, each 
Contracting Party shall have one vote. 

3.2. If a regional economic integration orgainization and one or more 
of its Member States are Contracting Parties to this Agreement, 
the regional economic integration organization shall, in matters 
within its. competence, exercise its right to vote with a number 
of votes equal to the number of its Member States that are 
Contracting Parties to this Agreement. Such an organization 
shall not exercise its right to vote if any of its Member States 
exercises its right, and vice versa. 

Article 4 

In order to cast its own vote, a Contracting Party shall be present. A 
Contracting Party need not be present for the casting of a vote by its 
regional economic integration organization. 

Article 5 

5.1. A quorum consisting of not less than half of all the Contracting 
Parties shall be present for the taking of a vote. 

5.2. For purposes of determining a quorum under this Article, auid 
determining the number of Contracting Parties needed to 
constitute one -third of the Contracting Parties present and 
voting under paragraph 7.1. of Article 7 of this Annex, a 
regional economic integration organization and its Member States 
shall be coiinted as one Contracting Party. 
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Article 6 



6.1. The Executive Committee shall, at its first session each calendar 
yeair, elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman £rom its membership. 
The Chairman and Vice-Chairmam shall be elected by a two- thirds 
affirmative vote of all Contracting Parties present and voting. 

6.2. Neither the Chairman, nor the Vice-chairman, shall come frc»n the 
same Contracting Party more than two years in succession. In any 
year, the Chairman and Vice-chairman shall not come from the same 
Contracting Party. 

Article 7 

7.1. A national or regional regulation shall be listed in the 
Compendium of Candidates by an affirmative vote of either at 
least one-third of the Contracting Parties present cmd voting (as 
defined in Article 5,2, of this Annex), or one-third of the total 
number of votes cast, whichever is more favourable to achieving 
am affirmative vote. In either case, the one-third shall include 
the vote of either the European Community, Japan or the united 
States, if any of them are Contracting Parties. 

7.2. Establishing a global technical regulation in the Global 
Registry, amending an established global technical regulation and 
amending this Agreement shall be by a consenstis vote of the 
Contracting Parties present and voting. A present and voting 
Contracting Party that objects to a matter for %diich a consensus 
vote is necessary for adoption shall provide a written 
esqplanation of its objection to the Secretary-GSeneral within 
sixty (60) days from the date of the vote. If such Contracting 
Party fails to provide such explanation during that period, it 
shall be considered as having voted in favour of the matter on 
which the vote was taken. If all Contracting Parties that 
objected to the matter so fail, the vote on the matter shall be 
considered to have been a consensus vote in favour of the matter 
by all persons present and voting. In that event, the date of 
the vote shall be considered to be the first day after that 60- 
day period. 

7.3. All other matters requiring resolution may, at the discretion of 
the Executive Committee, be resolved by the voting process set 
forth in paragraph 7.2. of this Article. 
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Article 8 



Contracting Parties that abstain from voting are considered as not 
voting, 

ILrtlde 9 

The Executive Secretary shall convene the Executive Committee vrhenever a 
vote is required to be taken under Article 5, 6 or 13 of this Agreement 
or whenever necessa^iy to conduct activities tinder this J^reement. 
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I hereby certify that the 
foregoing text is a true copy of 
the Agreement concerning the 
Establishing of Global Technical 
Regulations for Wheeled Vehicles, 
Equipment and Parts which can be 
fitted and/or be used on Wheeled 
Vehicles, adopted at Geneva on 
25 June 1998, the original of 
which is deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations . 



Je certifie que le texte qui 
precede est une copie conforme de 
1' Accord concernant 1 ' etablissement 
de reglements techniques mondiaux 
applicables aux vehicules a roues, 
ainsi qu'aux equipements et pieces 
qui peuvent etre montes et/ou 
utilises sur les vehicules a roues, 
adopte a Geneve le 25 juin 1998, et 
dont 1 ' original se trouve depose 
aupres du Secretaire general des 
Nations Unies . 



For the Secretary-General 
The Legal Counsel 
(Under- Secretary-General 
for Legal Affairs) 



Pour le Secretaire general 

Le Conseiller juridique 
(Secretaire general adjoint 
aux affaires juridiques) 




United Nations, New York 
17 June 1999 



Organisation des Nations Unies 
New York, le 17 juin 1999 



